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and wrote him a letter on the subject which Moustier has since shown to me. He had the prudence to write from Berlin to decline accepting until after he should be in Paris. When he arrived in that city the King told him that he could not give him the office, because he was considered as an aristocrat. You will observe that the coalition had been at work to get rid of him, and here I must make a digression. The plan was that, as soon as circumstances would permit, a Minister at War should be appointed, faithful to the King, and then Bougainville take the Marine, Bertrand be appointed Keeper of the Seals, and De-lessart either kept in or turned out as he should behave. This plan was not known to the coalition at all, but they well knew that if Moustier got into place- it would be a step towards the destruction of their influence and authority ; they therefore assured the King that they could not answer for consequences, threatened him with popular commotions, with opposition in the. Assembly, and the like, so that at last he gave up his nomination and explained the matter to Moustier. A long interregnum ensued in that office, and as M. de Montmorin absolutely refused to continue any longer, the portefeuille was given to M. De-lessart, and after some time the Comte de S6gur was appointed. He accepted in the belief of two things, in both of which he was mistaken : one that he had the confidence of the King and Queen, but he had never taken the right way to obtain either their confidence or that of 'Others ; the second article of his creed was that the triumvirate (his patrons) commanded a majority in the Assembly. He was undeceived as to the latter point immediately, and therefore threw up the office and went out of town.
"Under these circumstances M. de Narbonne tried hard to obtain that place, and as I have mentioned his name and that of M. de Choiseul, I will in this place mention that ofreturned to France in 1802, and died there in 1817, aged seventy-four years." Mercure galant," whilst he was being vehemently applauded, he suddenly gave signs of mental aberration. He was born in September, 1721, and died in 1799.St, Petersburg, where she died in 1814.            to secure to himself the British embassy, and have him
